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PRE-TRIP INFORMATION FOR YOUR MALDIVES BLUE FORCE 3 LIVEABOARD
Thank you for booking your upcoming diving liveaboard with us on the Maldives Blue Force 3!
We invite you to carefully read this document, designed to answer many of the potential questions that may arise while planning your trip. Our goal is to ensure that your experience is as smooth and enjoyable as possible from the very beginning.

BLUE FORCE CONTACT INFORMATION BEFORE THE TRIP
If you need to contact Blue Force before your liveaboard, here are our details:
· Email: info@blueforcefleet.com
· Call Center: +34 944 249 466
Hours: Monday to Friday, 9:30 AM – 7:00 PM (GMT +1 in winter, GMT +2 in summer)
We are here to help with any questions you may have before your experience on board.

CONTACT DURING THE TRIP
During Business Hours
If you experience a significant delay or an emergency during your trip, you can contact our Call Center:
· Phone: +34 944 249 466
· Hours: Monday to Friday, 9:30 AM – 7:00 PM (GMT +1 in winter, GMT +2 in summer)

Outside Business Hours (Saturdays, Sundays, and Holidays)
In case of emergencies outside of office hours, you can reach us via:
· WhatsApp: +34 649 433 785
· Phone & WhatsApp in Maldives: +960 749 4496
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Passport
To enter the Maldives, you must have a passport valid for at least 6 months from your arrival date and present a return ticket.

Tourist Visa
Maldivian authorities issue a free 30-day tourist visa upon arrival at Malé International Airport. You can find more information at: www.immigration.gov.mv

IMUGA Form
All travelers must complete the IMUGA online form within 96 hours before arrival in the Maldives.

How to Complete the IMUGA Form:
· Visit https://imuga.immigration.gov.mv
· Go to the “Traveller Declaration” section and click on “Apply.”
· Upload a photo of your passport.
· In “Purpose of visit,” select “Holiday” and click “Next.”
· Fill in your Personal details and upload a passport-style photo under “Upload your Photo,” then click “Next.”
· Enter your Travel details, including: 
· Port of entry and departure: Select “Velana International Airport.”
· Arrival flight details.
· Number of days in the Maldives.
· In “Accommodation,” enter: "Blue Force 3"
· Complete the “Health Declaration” and “Custom Declaration” sections.
· You will receive a QR code via email. Keep a printed or digital copy.

Important:
· Check with your country's health authorities about entry regulations in transit countries and in your destination (Maldives), as well as any requirements for your return.
· These regulations may change without prior notice, so we recommend checking official updates before traveling.

HEALTH & SAFETY IN THE MALDIVES
· Vaccinations: No vaccinations are required to enter the Maldives. 
However, if you have been in a yellow fever-endemic country in the six days prior to your arrival, you may be asked for a yellow fever vaccination certificate. Check the list of countries here: Yellow Fever Countries List
· Drinking Water: Avoid drinking tap water—only consumes bottled water.
· Seasickness: If you are prone to seasickness, bring appropriate medication from your pharmacy or consult your doctor beforehand.
· Sun Protection: Use “coral-friendly” sunscreen and wear sunglasses to protect yourself from the tropical sun.

DIVING DOCUMENTATION
· A valid international diving certification, Nitrox certification, and dive insurance are mandatory.

DIVE INSURANCE
All passengers on the Maldives Blue Force One are covered by MAPFRE Insurance, policy number 698/380. This insurance covers your stay and diving activities on board.

Mandatory Dive Insurance
A valid dive insurance policy, such as DAN, Dive Assure, or similar, is required. It must cover:
· Medical expenses
· Hyperbaric chamber treatments
· Lost luggage
· Other diving-related emergencies
For details and optional DAN dive insurance coverage, visit:
https://www.blueforcefleet.com/en/diving-insurance
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On board the Maldives Blue Force One, the recommended clothing is typical for a tropical climate: comfortable, casual, and lightweight, such as shorts, swimsuits, T-shirts, polo shirts, dresses, and sarongs.
Shoes and flip-flops are not used on the boat; guests remain barefoot for comfort.

SUN PROTECTION
Do not forget to include a high-protection sunscreen in your luggage. We recommend using a reef-safe mineral sunscreen to contribute to the preservation of the marine environment.

MANDATORY DIVING EQUIPMENT
To dive on the Maldives Blue Force 3, the following minimum equipment is required:
· Regulator, octopus, and pressure gauge.
· Dive computer.
· Buoyancy Control Device (BCD).
· Mask, snorkel, and fins.
· Wetsuit (water temperature ranges between 28 and 30°C).
· Torch or dive light.
· Reel, line, and Delayed Surface Marker Buoy (DSMB).
· Reef hook.
This is the minimum required diving equipment. You may bring your own gear (recommended) or rent it on board.
The rental diving equipment available on board is high quality and generally sufficient for standard needs, but it is limited. To ensure availability, it is essential to reserve equipment in advance, preferably at least 15 days before your arrival on the boat.
If rental equipment has not been pre-booked or is requested once on board, availability is not guaranteed, and in some cases, we may need to rent it externally, which could result in higher prices than those listed for onboard rentals.

ARRIVAL IN THE MALDIVES (MALE AIRPORT) & BOARDING ON THE MALDIVES BLUE FORCE 3
Arrival Airport
The arrival airport in the Maldives is Velana International Airport (MLE), located on Hulhulé Island, next to Malé City.

Operating Days
The Maldives Blue Force 3 operates Saturday to Saturday on all scheduled routes, except for special 10- and 11-day routes.

Arrival & Reception
If Your Route is CENTRAL ATOLLS or GREAT SOUTH DESCENT
· If you arrive in the Maldives on the same day as embarkation:
· After completing immigration procedures and collecting your luggage, proceed to the arrivals area or Counter C8.
· A Blue Force team member, identified with a Blue Force sign, will be waiting to assist you with any needs, such as currency exchange or purchasing SIM cards for mobile internet (WiFi is not available on the boat)

· If you arrive in the Maldives the day before embarkation:
· The meeting point with the Blue Force staff will be on Saturday at 11:00 AM at Counter C8 in the international arrivals area.
· The transfer from the airport to the boat is at 11:00 AM.

If your flight arrives on Saturday after 11:00 AM, please inform us in advance to coordinate your transfer to the boat

We recommend arriving in Malé before 12:00 PM.
If most passengers arrive before 12:00 PM, and logistics and weather conditions allow, we will conduct the check dive on Saturday.
Passengers arriving on Saturday after 12:00 PM may still embark but might miss the check dive if it is conducted on Saturday.
To ensure a smooth embarkation, plan to arrive in Malé before 3:00 PM, as the boat sets sail at 6:00 PM, unless logistics require a different schedule.

If Your Route is SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE or GREAT SOUTH ASCENT
· Passengers arriving in Malé on Saturday:
Upon arrival at Malé International Airport, you must: Complete the visa-on-arrival process, collect your luggage, transfer to the domestic terminal and check-in for the domestic flight from Malé to Addu (Gan Airport) or Gaafu Alifu (Kooddoo Airport).
(We recommend that your arrival flight to Malé be before 10:00 AM to allow sufficient time to connect with the domestic flight to your embarkation island).
· Upon arrival at Kooddoo or Gan Airport (depending on the selected date):
Collect your luggage. 
· A Blue Force team member will be waiting outside the terminal to assist you.

· From the airport, you will be escorted by a Blue Force team member to our dhoni (support boat) for the transfer to the Maldives Blue Force 3.
· Upon arrival on the Maldives Blue Force 3, you will be welcomed and accommodated on board.

IMPORTANT NOTE:
· It´s mandatory to inform your travel agent or Blue Force about your arrival and departure flight details.

WELCOME BRIEFING
On the arrival day, the cruise directors will conduct an informational presentation that includes:
· Introduction to the boat, the dhoni, and the staff team.
· Safety and conduct regulations.
· Details about onboard services, meal schedules, and daily routines.
· Collection of required documentation.
· Payment of applicable fees.
· Delivery of pre-reserved diving equipment.

DISEMBARKATION
Route: Central Atolls and Grand South Upward 
Disembarkation from the Maldives Blue Force 3 will take place at 7:00 AM on Saturday at Malé International Airport.

Route: Southern Hemisphere and Grand South Downward:
Disembarkation will be at 7:00 AM on Saturday on the respective island and airport (Kooddoo or Gan) to take the domestic flight to Malé.
Upon your arrival at Malé airport from Gan or Kooddoo, you should: collect your luggage, switch from the domestic to the international terminal, and check in for your international flight. Therefore, it is very important to check your flight schedules to ensure you have sufficient time for the connection between the domestic flight Kooddoo or Gan / Malé and the international flight from Malé.

INCLUDED & NOT INCLUDED
It is important to remember what is included and not included in the cruise price, summarized below:

Included in the cruise price:
· 7-night stay (Saturday to Saturday) aboard the Maldives Blue Force 3 in the chosen cabin type in shared accommodation.
· 3 daily meals (breakfast, lunch, and dinner), plus snacks like cookies, cake, fruit...
· Cold and hot water, Nescafé, and tea.
· 18 dives during the week (weather, itinerary, and flight schedules permitting).
· Group diving guides. (A private guide can be requested, with an extra charge, with 2 weeks' notice).
· S80 tank, INT/DIN outlet, air, weights.
· Airport – boat – airport transfer.
· Basic travel, diving, and cancellation insurance (up to €1,500) (Check insurance conditions at https://www.blueforcefleet.com/en/diving-insurance/ or ask us for details).





Not included in the cruise price:
· International and domestic flights.
· Local taxes $195 (payable on board) per person per week.
· Green Tax $84 (payable on board) per person per week.
· Service fees: $160 per person per week.
· Nitrox $80 per person per week.
· Soft drinks, alcoholic beverages, and espresso coffee.
· Optional rental of diving equipment and S100 tank.
· Optional hotel before and/or after the cruise.
· Internet (We recommend purchasing an Internet SIM card at the airport).
· Possible fuel and/or local tax supplements if there is a significant and sudden increase.

Excluded fees must be paid on board upon arrival. 
The amount is US dollars ($).
It is possible to pay in US Dollars ($) or Euros (€) (at the corresponding exchange rate.
Credit card payments are subject to a 4% surcharge for VISA and MASTERCARD and 5% for AMEX.

SERVICE FEES & TIPS
In the Maldives, the service fee is a mandatory government tax for tourist establishments, requiring an additional charge of at least 10% for services rendered. At Blue Force, we have established a minimum amount of $160, which is paid along with the rest of the fees on the day of arrival on board. This amount represents less than 10%, so at the end of the cruise, a voluntary supplement will be requested to reach the minimum fee.

Additionally, on liveaboard cruises, it is a tradition to leave a tip as a token of appreciation for the professional work, dedication, and additional services offered during the week. In the case of the Maldives Blue Force 3, this practice is also carried out. Generally, recommended tips range between 10% and 20% of the cruise amount, although this figure is just a reference. Each guest is free to contribute what they deem appropriate, without any pressure. The crew will always be grateful for your generosity.

At the end of your stay, you will receive an empty envelope so that, if you wish, you can leave an additional tip. Your generosity will be deeply appreciated by the crew, who will strive throughout the week to ensure that your experience aboard the Maldives Blue Force 3 is unforgettable and fully satisfying.

MEALS
Meals and dinners aboard the Maldives Blue Force 3 are served buffet-style, with a daily varied menu that includes vegetables, chicken, beef, lamb, fish, seafood, fruits, pasta, rice, soups, and a selection of desserts.
Breakfasts usually offer a variety of options such as beef bacon, sausages, homemade pastries, white and whole wheat bread, cereals, milk, yogurts, juices, and eggs prepared to each guest's liking (omelet, scrambled, fried, among others).
Additionally, during the 24 hours of the day, guests have access to cold and hot water, filter coffee, and tea.
If you need a special diet or have any food intolerances, it is essential that you indicate this when making your reservation. We will do our best to accommodate your needs, although in cases of severe intolerances or specific dietary restrictions, we recommend considering bringing your own food, as we cannot always guarantee the availability of certain products.
Please note that pork and its derivatives are completely prohibited in the Maldives.
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Bringing alcohol into the Maldives is prohibited. If detected at the airport, it will be confiscated and returned upon departure.
A wide selection of alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages is available on board (not included in the cruise price). If you prefer a specific drink or brand of wine, liquor, soda, or beer, let us know at least 2 weeks in advance. We will do our best to obtain it, although we cannot guarantee its availability.
If you wish to consult the usual list of beverages and their prices before your trip, do not hesitate to ask us.
It is strictly forbidden to bring external alcoholic beverages on board.
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In each cabin, you will find two towels per person: one body towel and a smaller one, which will be changed halfway through the cruise (if you need to change them more frequently, just request it). Additionally, our staff will provide you daily with a clean beach towel, ideal for use on the diving dhoni, solariums, jacuzzi, or on the beach.
At Blue Force, we are committed to preserving the environment by avoiding the waste of energy, drinking water, and detergents. We appreciate your collaboration in this effort, helping us reduce the unnecessary washing of sheets and towels, thus contributing to the health of the sea.

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM 
	The official electrical system in the Maldives operates at 220V, 50Hz, utilizing Type G three-pin plugs. An adapter is provided in each cabin upon arrival, which must be returned at the end of the cruise.
For safety reasons and to prevent potential fire hazards, guests are requested not to charge devices in their cabins. A designated charging area in the lounge is available for charging computers, tablets, mobile phones, and batteries.
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However, we recommend bringing your own adapter in case of any issues with availability or compatibility with the type of plug you require.

CURRENCY & PAYMENTS
The official currency of the Republic of Maldives is the Maldivian Rufiyaa (MVR). In the airport and some local shops, you can pay in cash using rufiyaa, US dollars, and in some cases, euros (at their determined exchange rate). However, it's common for change to be given only in rufiyaa or dollars.
On the Maldives Blue Force 3, all prices are listed in USD (US dollars).
Payment onboard, such as fees, rentals, beverages, or shop purchases, can be made in the following ways:
· Cash: Only US dollars or euros in good condition (clean, without cuts or marks) are accepted. Dollar bills must be from series issued after 2006.
· Credit card: We accept VISA and MASTERCARD (with a 4% surcharge) and AMEX (with a 5% surcharge).

ON BOARD SHOP 
The Maldives Blue Force 3 has a small shop where you can find a variety of items for sale, both souvenirs and practical items, including:
· Souvenirs of the boat and Maldives: t-shirts, caps, hoodies...
· Personal use accessories: sunscreen, defogging liquid, memory cards, among others.
· Diving equipment: masks, surface marker buoyancy and reels, reef hooks...



PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO 
On board the Maldives Blue Force 3 and the dhoni, we provide adequate space for underwater cameras, as well as a freshwater tank for rinsing.
Throughout the week, it is common to take photos and videos, both above and below the water. Some of these images may be shared on our social media platforms, such as Facebook and Instagram. If you prefer not to appear in these publications, please let us know in advance.
Additionally, we have a PC available for passengers, where you can download, view, share, and copy your photos and videos to preserve the memories of your experience.

ON BOARD ACTIVITIES 
During the cruise, we offer an intensive diving program designed exclusively for certified divers.
For non-divers, and if the route and weather conditions allow, we plan complementary activities, such as visits to inhabited or deserted islands, walks on sandbanks, snorkeling, and the free use of kayaks and SUP paddleboards available onboard.
Additionally, if the logistics, route, and weather permit, we organize a barbecue lunch or dinner on an island, offering a unique and unforgettable experience in a paradisiacal setting.

ON BOARD COMMUNICATIONS 
Maldives has a well-developed mobile network, covering 95% of the country. We recommend checking with your mobile provider about roaming availability and activation before traveling.
There is no Wi-Fi internet available on board the Maldives Blue Force 3. However, if you wish to have internet access during the cruise, you can purchase a Maldivian SIM card upon arrival at the airport. These SIM cards are compatible with unlocked mobile phones, iPads, tablets, and other devices, allowing you to share the connection with your travel companions.
There are two mobile network providers in the Maldives with offices at the airport: Ooredoo and Dhiraagu. Prices are approximate and may vary, but to give you an idea:
· 14-day SIM card with 17 GB of data: $30
· 14-day SIM card with 30 GB of data: $50
If you need assistance purchasing the SIM card, our team will be happy to help. It is essential to ensure that the SIM card is properly activated and connected before leaving the store, as technical issues cannot be resolved during the cruise.
Alternatively, you can purchase an e-SIM before your arrival via the following link:
www.ooredoo.mv/webapps/shop/public/marketing/two?plan=4&type=esim 
Please note that in some remote areas of the Maldives where we will be sailing, internet quality and signal strength may be reduced or lost.

PROHIBITED IN THE MALDIVES
It is strictly prohibited to bring the following items into the Maldives:
· Alcohol
· Pork or pork-based products
· Spearfishing guns and fishing nets
· Pornographic material
· Medications such as amphetamines, unless you provide a medical certificate justifying their use
On board the Maldives Blue Force 3, topless sunbathing is not allowed. Additionally, when visiting inhabited islands, it is mandatory to dress respectfully, wearing at least a T-shirt and shorts.
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The time in the Maldives is GMT+5.

DIVING WITH MALDIVES BLUE FORCE
During your week aboard the Maldives Blue Force 3, up to 18 dives per week are planned under normal conditions for certified divers.

Pre-Dive Briefing
Before each dive, our cruise director will conduct a detailed briefing, covering the following:
· Dive site Conditions.
· Expected marine life encounters.
· Safety precautions and regulations.
· Communication and eco-friendly diving practices.
· Specific details for each dive.

Diving from the Dhoni
All diving is conducted from our dhoni, a 23-meter-long and 7-meter-wide support boat equipped with air compressors and Nitrox membrane. Thanks to its maneuverability and independence, the dhoni provides comfortable access to dive sites and facilitates the safe retrieval of divers.
It has ample space for diving gear, which remains onboard the dhoni for the entire week.
⚠ Each diver is responsible for checking the oxygen content in their tanks before every dive.

Diving Protocol
At the end of each dive, a safety stop must be conducted before surfacing, using a surface marker buoy (SMB) to signal your position.
The first dive of the trip (check dive) is dedicated to:
· Checking equipment, proper weighting, and buoyancy control.
· Enjoying marine life at the selected dive site.
Subsequent dives are carefully planned at prime locations, maximizing opportunities to encounter and dive with the key species of each route.

Required diving equipment
In addition to basic diving gear, the following equipment is mandatory:
· Dive computer
· Surface marker buoy (DSMB) with reel and line for the safety stop
· Reef hook
· For night dives: At least one light or torch per diver
⚠ If you do not have any of these items, you can rent or purchase them onboard.

Nitrox Use
· Nitrox certification is required to use it during dives.
· If you are not certified, you can obtain it before your trip or take the course onboard.
· If you prefer to dive with air instead of Nitrox, please inform us before your arrival.
⚠ Important note: On southern hemisphere routes, diving with Nitrox is mandatory.

Dive Tanks
Standard tanks: S80 aluminum tanks with INT/DIN valve.
Optional: You can rent S100 tanks (higher capacity). Availability is only guaranteed with prior reservation.

HORIZON SCR REBREATHER
If you are a rebreather diver or use a HORIZON SCR, you can bring your own equipment or rent a HORIZON onboard.
We provide everything you need to enjoy the best diving experience in the Maldives with this system.
Our HORIZON-certified guides will assist and accompany you, planning specific rebreather dives to maximize your experience.
· Want to become a HORIZON SCR Rebreather Diver?
If you're interested in learning to use the HORIZON rebreather, we offer two options:
1) Try HORIZON SCR: Enjoy a discovery dive experience.
2) Entry-level course: Learn to dive with HORIZON up to 30 meters, with no decompression.
Our HORIZON guides and instructors will assist you with every option.
⚠ Requirements to participate in either option, you must have:
· Nitrox certification
· Advanced Open Water or equivalent certification
⚠ Important Information:
If you wish to dive with a rebreather, you must inform us in advance before your arrival on the boat. This ensures that we can prepare the necessary equipment and services for your experience.

AGE RESTRICTIONS FOR DIVING
Most international diving agencies set the minimum certification age at 12 years.
However, onboard the Maldives Blue Force One, we recommend a minimum diving age of 15 years.
All minors wishing to dive must meet the following requirements:
· Hold the appropriate certification for the planned dives.
· Be always accompanied by a responsible adult.
These restrictions are in place to ensure safety and enjoyment, considering the specific diving conditions in the Maldives.

SAFETY ONBOARD
The safety of our passengers and divers is our top priority. We believe that the best safety measures are common sense, prevention, and adherence to the rules established by our expert dive guides.
Additionally, we have a full range of safety equipment on board to ensure your well-being.

Safety Equipment
· Certified diving guides: We have a DAN Instructor onboard, and our entire team is first aid trained.
· ENOS: Blue Force will provide an ENOS locator free of charge (Each person will be responsible for ensuring that their locator is not lost).
· Oxygen system: We have 50-liter oxygen tanks.
· Defibrillators: We have two defibrillators, one on the dhoni and another on the Maldives Blue Force One.
· Fully equipped first-aid kits on both the main boat and the dhoni.

Important Information About the First-Aid Kit
The first-aid kit contains basic over-the-counter medications and essential supplies for common emergencies.
We do not have a pharmacy onboard. If you require prescription medications, you must bring them with you.
The supply of onboard medications is limited and is intended for shared use among passengers.
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To ensure your safety during dives, the following requirements must be met:
Diving certification and experience
· The divers must present a recognized international certification to the diving staff at the beginning of the cruise.
· Recommended experience: For greater safety and enjoyment, it is advised to have an Advanced Open Water certification (or equivalent) and at least 50 logged dives.
· For Southern Hemisphere itineraries, the following are mandatory: 
· Nitrox certification
· Advanced Open Water certification (or equivalent)
· At least 100 logged dives

Medical Requirements
· All divers must be in good health to participate in diving activities.
· A medical questionnaire must be completed before the cruise. If you answer "yes" to any question, have any medical conditions, or are taking medication, you must present a medical certificate specifically for diving, issued within the last 6 months.

Rules During the Liveaboard
· Attending the pre-dive briefing conducted by the dive staff is mandatory before each dive.
· Due to the specific characteristics of the dhoni (support boat for diving operations), all divers must be able to climb the ladder independently after each dive. Entries and exits from the water must follow the instructions of the dive staff.
· Solo diving and decompression diving are not allowed, in accordance with local diving regulations.
· Diving under stress, anxiety, intoxication, or under the influence of drugs, alcohol, or any substances that may impair physical or mental condition is prohibited.

Mandatory Insurance
· All divers must have medical assistance insurance that specifically covers diving activities.

Local Fees
· In certain special dive sites related to shark encounters (such as Fuvahmulah or Gan) or snorkeling areas (such as the UNESCO Biosphere Reserve of Hanifaru), a local fee must be paid to participate in the activity.

Itinerary Modifications
· Due to weather conditions, sea state, or other unforeseen factors, the captain and crew reserve the right to modify the itinerary partially or completely without prior notice. No refunds will be issued for such changes.

Exclusions and Limitations
· If a diver does not hold the required certification for a specific dive, or if the assigned dive guide determines that, for any reason, the diver is not fit to safely participate in a dive, they have the authority to prohibit the diver from joining that dive.
· Blue Force is not obligated to offer any refunds or deductions in such cases.
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